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Project Narrative: 
California’s Advanced Placement/International Baccalaureate 

Test Fee Program  
Federal Fiscal Year 2013 

 
 
Background 
 
Under the Advanced Placement (AP)/International Baccalaureate (IB) Test Fee 
Program, the California Department of Education (CDE) allocates available funding to 
local educational agencies (LEAs) for the purpose of reducing the cost of AP and IB 
exams for “eligible economically disadvantaged students.” 
 
As a condition of receiving the funding, LEAs must provide the CDE with an assurance 
of compliance with all program requirements, including that income-eligible students pay 
a five dollar contribution for each AP/IB exam the student takes when the CDE is 
providing funds to cover a portion of the exam cost. 
 
From State Fiscal Year (FY)1999–2000 through 2007–08, the CDE received state 
General Fund (Proposition 98) funds in the annual state budget act for the purposes of 
this program. In 2007–08, the Governor signed legislation placing this state funding into 
“categorical flexibility,” which allows LEAs to use the funding for any educational 
purpose. Beginning in 2013–14, the Governor is proposing that this state funding 
become permanently flexible. 
 
From Federal FY 2000–01 through 2007–08, the federal government provided 
California with grant funding that, when used to supplement the available state funding, 
enabled the CDE to provide districts with 100 percent of the funds needed to fully offset 
the cost of AP and IB exams for income-eligible students. In every year since 2008–09, 
however, these federal funds have not been sufficient to fully offset the cost of AP and 
IB exams for income-eligible students. As a result, the CDE has allocated the funding to 
LEAs on a pro rata basis. 
 
The CDE absorbs the state operations costs related to administering this program. 
 
 
A Decade of Program Success in California 
 
For the past decade, California’s AP/IB Test Fee Program has been successful in 
removing a significant financial barrier that otherwise prevents many economically 
disadvantaged students from taking AP/IB end-of-course exams. During this time 
period, California’s AP and IB programs have experienced substantial growth 
throughout the state. For example: 
 

 Between 2000–2001 and 2010–11, the number of AP classes offered in 
California high schools more than doubled from 9,997 to 19,092. 
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 Between 2004–05 and 2010–11, the percentage of California high school 
students enrolled in grades eleven and twelve who took at least one AP exam 
increased from 21 percent to 27 percent. 

 

 Between 2000–2001 and 2010–11, the number of schools offering the IB 
program in California more than doubled from 97 to 218. 

 

 Between 2000–2001 and 2010–11, the number of IB classes offered in California 
more than doubled from 913 to 2,495. 

 
 
2013 Testing Cycle Expected to Drive Need for Increased Federal Funding 
 
Under this program, all income-eligible students enrolled in an AP course and/or an IB 
Program may apply to the designated school district staff for a fee waiver. Students who 
are eligible for the Free or Reduced Price Meal Program can participate in the AP/IB 
Test Fee Program. The CDE encourages private schools to apply for reimbursement 
typically through a neighboring LEA. The CDE provides the same level of assistance for 
all income-eligible students at public (including charter) and private schools who 
participate in the AP/IB end-of-course exams. 
 
In the 2011–12 school year, the CDE provided partial reimbursement for 184,170 AP 
exams, 7,015 IB exams, and 2,409 IB registrations for income-eligible students in 337 
LEAs (269 school districts and 68 direct-funded charters). 
 
These numbers are expected to increase up to 25 percent in 2012–13 based on recent 
historical trends in the demand for test fee funding. In addition: 
 

 California has an ongoing statewide focus on expanding access to rigorous 
secondary courses and increasing the academic achievement levels of all 
students; 
 

 School districts throughout California are continuing to embrace both AP and IB 
as an effective means to close the achievement gap and increase college access 
and equity for all students; and 
 

 The CDE, districts, and schools have made multiple efforts to inform students 
and parents of the financial assistance available for AP/IB end-of-course exams. 

 
In compliance with current federal guidance, the CDE will not provide funding for the 
test registrations of income-eligible students in 2013. For the May 2013 exams, the 
proposed funding rates will be: 
 

 $45.00 for each AP exam and 

 $94.00 for each IB exam. 
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Overview of State Payment Process 
 
From the inception of California’s AP/IB Test Fee Program in 1999–2000, individual 
school coordinators submitted the payment application request for their individual 
school. To streamline the payment process and improve the accuracy of applications 
received, the CDE, in 2009–10 changed the application process and began to require 
the school district office to apply for reimbursement on behalf of all participating schools 
within the district. 
 
In the 2012–13 school year, the CDE entered into a contract with the College Board (the 
provider of AP exams) for the purpose of reducing the administrative burdens that the 
AP/IB Test Fee Program imposes on both LEAs and the CDE. The funding for the 
contract was from the 2012 federal AP test fee grant. 
 
Even with the award of the contract to the College Board, the CDE continued to process 
LEA requests for IB test fee reimbursements, maintain Web-based information for the 
AP/IB Test Fee Reimbursement Program, and provide technical assistance to LEAs and 
schools via an e-mail subscription service, Webinars, and phone responses to inquiries.  
 
Due to the uncertainty of the amount of federal funding for the 2013 AP test fee grant 
and the timing of the funding, the agreement with the College Board has been 
reconsidered. As a result, in 2013, the CDE will once again process LEA applications 
for AP and IB test fee payments.  
 
 
Method to Determine Eligibility of Students 
 
Students who are eligible for the federal Free or Reduced Price Meal Program and who 
plan to take the end-of-course AP/IB exams are eligible to participate in the AP/IB Test 
Fee Program. An income-eligible student is also eligible to participate if the student is 
home-schooled, has previously taken an AP class but not the exam, is academically 
ready to take an AP exam, or may have previously taken the exam under duress (e.g., 
poor testing conditions, illness, family emergency). 
 
At the beginning of each school year, the CDE provides all districts and high schools 
with information and forms (Federal Income Guidelines, College Board and International 
Baccalaureate Fee Distribution Notices, and Student Eligibility Assurances) needed to 
document the income-eligibility of participating students. To participate in the program, 
districts must designate school district staff to institute a plan to notify students of 
financial assistance available to them, collect the Student Eligibility Verification Form, 
and collect five dollars per AP/IB exam. This information may be included in student and 
parent handbooks.  
 
The school site AP/IB coordinators also provide program information and the forms to 
students during classroom discussions. Parents, legal guardians, or students if over age 
18, complete and submit to the designated school site staff a signed Student Eligibility 
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Verification form and provide verification of financial need. The Student Eligibility 
Verification document must be maintained at the school or district level for five years, 
and must be available to the CDE for audit purposes upon request.  
 
 
Dissemination of Program Information 
 
The CDE disseminates AP/IB Test Fee Program information through the following 
efforts: 
 

1. Annually, program information and the Annual Income Guidelines, Student 
Eligibility, and Student Verification forms are sent to the school and district AP/IB 
coordinators and others through the program’s e-mail subscription service. 
 

2. Monthly newsletters are sent to the individuals described above. 
 

3. Three statewide information sessions and three webinars were conducted in 
spring 2013. 
 

4. CDE staff attends College Board and IB meetings and conferences at which 
information about the program is communicated. 
 

5. Program information is posted on the CDE, College Board, and California 
Association of International Baccalaureate World Schools (CAWS) Web sites. 
 

6. CDE staff responds to inquiries received via e-mail and phone.  
 
 
Evaluation of Program Effectiveness 
 
To evaluate program effectiveness, the CDE also monitors program data as well as 
related data collected through the California Basic Educational Data System process, 
including the number of: 
 

1. AP/IB courses offered. 
 

2. Eligible students taking an AP/IB course and the total number of students taking 
an AP/IB course. 
 

3. Students taking AP courses disaggregated by race/ethnicity, sex, economic 
status, and English Learner status. 
 

4. Eligible students taking AP/IB exams and the total number of AP/IB exams. 
 

5. Students taking AP/IB exams and the scoring results for the exams. 
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The CDE staff receives annual briefings on AP/IB test results from the College Board 
and CAWS officials, and participates in periodic meetings with these officials. 
 
In addition to the specific program efforts described above, the CDE is required to 
monitor federally funded programs operated by LEAs. This oversight is accomplished 
through data collection, Federal Programs Monitoring (FPM), assurances signed by the 
district superintendent, and, when financially feasible, school site visitations. The FPM 
process is an annual, on-site visitation to a selected number of schools to ensure that 
state and federal educational equity requirements are being met. The desired outcomes 
of this process are to ensure that the LEA: 
 

1. Provides equal rights and opportunities for all students (California Education 
Code Section 200). 
 

2. Promotes educational equity and eliminates discrimination and harassment on 
the basis of sex, sexual orientation, gender, ethnic group identification, race, 
ancestry, national origin, religion, color, and mental or physical disability (5 
California Code of Regulations 4900; 34 Code of Federal Regulations 100.3[a], 
106.31). 

 
 
Assurances 
 
Districts that choose to participate in the program are required to sign an assurances 
certification that states that the total reimbursement requested for exam and registration 
fees is based on the identification of students in need of financial assistance, that 
evidence of eligibility is maintained at the district or school site for five years, and that 
income-eligible students pay only five dollars per exam. These assurances are 
submitted annually to the CDE. 


