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1 DECLARATION OF ARMANDO CASTRO II 
2 I, Armando Castro II, declare as follows: 
3 1. I make this declaration based on my own personal knowledge, and if 
4 called as a witness, I could and would testify to the following matters. 
5 PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND 
6 2. I have been a Social Studies teacher at Cesar Chavez Continuation High 
7 School (Chavez) in Compton for eight years. I am also a Bargaining Representative of 
8 the Compton Education Association. I'm in the process of completing my Masters at 
9 UCLA, where I'm writing my thesis on intensive intervention improving graduation 

10 rates for Latino males. Currently, Chavez is the only long-term continuation high 
11 school in Compton, and we take students from all over the Compton Unified School 
12 District. My students can be a handful, and the administrative and teacher turnover is 
13 exhausting, but I love working here. I belong here. 
14 3. My grandmother lived across the street from Vanguard Middle School in 
15 Compton from the 1950s until the day she died. I grew up spending weekends visiting 
16 her in Compton, or my other grandparents in Watts. Almost all of my friends from 
17 those areas are dead now. 
18 CONTINUATION SCHOOL 
19 4. Chavez is a continuation school that is intended to serve students who are 
20 at least sixteen years old and who are behind in credits and are unable to succeed in 
21 mainstream high schools. For a student to end up at Chavez, something has either 
22 gone wrong at his or her previous school, he or she is a foster kid being transitioned 
23 from one district to another, or he or she has just been released from a juvenile camp. 
24 As a result, Chavez serves a student population with very high academic needs and 
25 very high social-emotional needs related to trauma. 
26 5. The regular high schools are not supposed to send kids to Chavez 
27 because of behavioral problems, but they do all the time. They also sometimes send 
28 students younger than sixteen. This is problematic because there is still time for 
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1 students who are in ninth or tenth grade to make up credits without being sent to 
2 continuation school. Continuation school is supposed to be a place for students who 
3 have no other choice academically, not a place for the other high schools in the 
4 District to send the students they don' t want to deal with. But that is what it has 

5 become. 
6 6. Before a student gets transferred to Chavez, the original high school 
7 should be engaging a Student Success Teams (SST). This in an intervention where 
8 teachers, administrators, family members, and the student sit down and talk about 
9 what is happening with the student and develop a plan to get that student back on 

10 track. Based on the plan, members of the team are supposed to monitor the student's 
11 progress. Students should only be transferred to a continuation school after this plan 
12 has failed. But in my experience, many students are sent to Chavez without this 
13 process having taken place. In my opinion, when a student is having problems that 
14 come out academically but are rooted elsewhere, the answer is not to send the kid to a 
15 continuation school without trying to understand what is really going on. The answer 
16 should be more trained teachers, counselors, and appropriate personal interventions. 
17 7. In my experience, going to a continuation school, and especially 
18 graduating from one, has a major stigma associated with it. Students need fewer 
19 credits to graduate from Chavez Continuation School (180 credits) than to graduate 
20 from a regular high school in CUSD (220) credits. Chavez does not offer the courses 
21 necessary to meet all of California's A-G requirements, which are necessary for 
22 admission to a California college or university. It is possible that a student could meet 
23 those requirements by taking online courses, but I am not aware of any Chavez student 
24 who has done so. As a result, continuation school students are typically unable to 
25 attend four-year colleges. A disproportionate percentage of Chavez is made up of 
26 African-American males. This has a huge marginalizing impact on a population that is 
27 already consistently marginalized. 

28 
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1 8. Because Chavez is the last stop for a lot of students, the simple fact that 

2 continuation school students show up at all means they want to learn. They may be 

3 late, and they may cut certain days, but the fact that they are on campus means they are 

4 looking for something: structure, consistency, and education. I have students who will 

5 show up for my class every day, but not show up to any other classes. In my opinion, 

6 this is because I listen and provide structure. No one taught me how to do that; I 

7 remember what it was like to be one of them, and I've had eight years to figure out 

8 how to get through to them now. 

9 9 . Many of my students have already been involved in the juvenile justice 

1 o system, and many go on to be involved in the criminal justice system as adults. Some 

11 of my students come to school wearing electronic monitoring ankle bracelets. When 

12 we have classroom discussions about law or the bill of rights, many of my students 

13 share their personal experiences of arrests and involvement in the criminal justice 

14 system. For example, one of my students told me that he was hanging out with his 

15 friends outdoors. He was arrested by the sheriffs office and held for the weekend. At 

16 this point, CUSD is not a school-to-prison pipeline; it is a flood. 

17 TRAUMA EXPERIENCED BY COMPTON STUDENTS 
18 10. Many Compton students have experienced things no adult, let alone kid, 

19 should experience. So many of our students have trouble dealing with the things that 

20 happen in their lives, and I believe many of their problems have been made worse by 

21 the adults around them not paying attention and intervening before their situations get 

22 really bad. 

23 11. Experiencing and Witnessing Violence: There is a constant background 

24 threat of gang violence in Compton. It is even more fraught at Chavez than other 

25 schools in the District because we have students from all over, whereas other schools 

26 tend to have students from the same general neighborhood. A few months ago, a 

27 student got attacked in front of the school. I later learned that the administration had 

28 some warning that this might happen but didn't do anything, and now the principal is 

3 
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1 on administrative leave. A few weeks ago, I saw another student speaking to some 
2 classmates against the building across from mine. Later, the student told me that his 
3 classmates were threatening him because his brother was a member of a rival gang. 
4 Soon after that the student had to transfer out of Chavez because it wasn't safe for him 
5 to stay. A retired teacher told me he had a student talk about changing his shirt to a 
6 different color every few blocks on his way to school as he walked through different 
7 gang neighborhoods. Another student got dropped off to take the California High 
8 School Exit Examination and got seriously beaten up right before he crossed onto 
9 campus because of gang rivalry. I remember seeing that student walking around the 

10 school covered in blood with his shirt off, trying to fmd the kids that attacked him. 
11 These are just a few examples of things that happen frequently. 
12 12. I often have students who show up to class with black eyes. For example, 
13 this year I had a female student who has shown up to class this year with a black eye a 
14 number of times. She said that she said that one black eye was because of brass 
15 knuckles, and that she did not know what to do because there was another student at 
16 the school who she felt endangered by because of gang affiliations. 
17 13. It's not uncommon to hear gunshots during the school day. For example, 
18 two or three years ago, I was walking into the school from the parking lot during a 
19 prep period and I heard seven to nine gunshots. There was no response at the school. 
20 Earlier this year, there was a drive-by shooting just down the block from the school. I 
21 have been in the cafeteria when there has been the sound of gunshots, and heard the 
22 students discuss and try to guess what kind of gun was used: "Was it a Tech-9, or a 
23 chopper?" Some of the students' cars that they leave in the school parking lot have 

24 visible bullet holes. 
25 14. In my experience, my students feel like they have to act tough and hold 
26 their ground in the world because of where they live, and many people forget that 
27 students in Compton, like everywhere, are just kids. This reality was driven home to 
28 me my first year of teaching. I was in the middle of a lesson when suddenly the room 
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1 began to shake. It took us all a minute to realize it was an earthquake, and by the time 
2 I remembered that I was the adult in the room and that all those wide student eyes 
3 were on me because I was supposed to tell them to get down, the earthquake was over. 
4 Later that day, one of the "shot-callers" in my class- someone who the other students 
5 listen to and don't mess around with- came up to me and sort of whispered in my ear 
6 that that was his first earthquake. And I realized he was as scared as any kid would be. 
7 15. I was the co-chair of the Western Association of School and Colleges 
8 (W ASC) committee and leadership team at Chavez. In a survey administered of 
9 Chavez students for W ASC, nearly fifty-percent of the students either disagreed or 

10 strongly disagreed with the statement "I feel safe at school." 
11 16. Some students bring weapons to school because they do not feel safe on 
12 the way to or from school or in the school itself. Sometimes we scan kids and find 
13 guns in their bags. Some students bring knives. This year, for example, during a "code 
14 yellow," also known as a lockdown, the police asked the students in my classroom if 
15 they had any weapons on them, and one of the students volunteered a knife he had in 
16 his pocket. When the cop asked why he had it, the student said he needed it for 
17 protection. Because the student volunteered the knife, and because the officer knew 
18 about the student's situation in terms of neighborhood gang violence, the cop let it go. 
19 This student was on probation and even the police officer understood the student's 
20 concerns for his own safety. During another lockdown last year, officers were 
21 searching the students and found a knife on one of them. The student was kicked out 
22 of school. Almost always, when a student is caught with a weapon they say it's for 

23 protection. 
24 17. Police Violence: This is the first year we've had a police officer assigned 
25 to Chavez every day. In my opinion, many of the school police are not well-trained 
26 about the needs of this student population, and they add to the problem. 
27 18. For example, last school year, a special education student at Chavez was 
28 creating some trouble because he wanted to sit in the cafeteria, even though he is not 
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1 supposed to because he had gotten in trouble for not following cafeteria rules. It was 
2 raining outside, though, and he kept trying to go into the cafeteria. A security guard 
3 was restraining him because he started getting really upset, but they had him under 
4 control. Then the school police showed up and just pepper-sprayed the student. They 
5 didn't ask any questions, they just pulled out their Mace and sprayed it in his face. 
6 19. Another time, we had a code yellow, because someone reported they had 
7 seen students at the campus fence with a gun. We didn't have air conditioning that day 
8 and we were just locked in the classrooms for two hours. There is no way to manage 
9 the students at that point. So I just throw on a documentary to keep them still so they 

10 don't try to leave. And then a school police officer came rushing into the classroom 
11 with his gun drawn. It was way too extreme. The students called it "extra"; they kept 
12 saying, "Mr. Castro, that was extra." Meaning it was unnecessary and too much. This 
13 type of incident just contributes to the students' sense that they are not safe at school, 
14 keeps them on edge and contributes to the culture of distrust of the police. 
15 20. Sexual Violence: Sex trafficking is a real concern at the school. A few 
16 years ago, a student went missing and her mother asked the school for help finding 
17 her. The student had a history of prostitution and the mother was very worried. Later 
18 we found out that the student had been held hostage in what the students call a "trap 
19 house," or crack den. Even though the mother came to the school for help and the 
20 teachers were aware of the situation, we never had a formal conversation about it. 
21 Most of what we learned, we actually learned from our students, and we had no 
22 guidance as to how to address the topic with them. 
23 21 . Earlier this past school year, we had a transgender student at Chavez. One 
24 day, police found her on the streets when she was supposed to be in school and they 
25 arrested her for alleged prostitution. The police brought her to the school because they 
26 determined that she was truant. She got in some kind of trouble, but I'm not sure 
27 exactly what happened. A week or two after that, that student stopped coming to 
28 school and I have not seen her since then. 

6 
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1 22. Loss of a Loved One: Most of my students have lost someone close to 

2 them, and some students have lost many people. Just one example of many: I have a 

3 student who always sits in the front row. About two months ago, I noticed her eyes 

4 were swollen. When I asked her what was going on another student let me know that 

5 her brother had shot himself. She told me that he was at a party and some kids were 

6 playing around with a gun when it went off and one of the kids got shot and died. She 

7 told me that her brother felt responsible and couldn't take it so he turned the gun on 

8 himself and committed suicide. I didn't know what to say, and I know she wasn't 

9 given any counseling from the school. 

10 IMPACT ON EDUCATION 
11 23. In my opinion, most students don't actually share what's going on in their 

12 lives, so I unfortunately see the consequences, such as "bad" behavior, more than I am 

13 able to directly see the cause. Many students can be act very defiant or disruptive in 

14 class. Students act out with bursts of anger, and things can escalate very quickly. For 

15 example, a student might look at another student the wrong way, they start talking 

16 trash to one another, and if I weren't there, the conflict would escalate to a physical 

17 fight. Some of these "conflicts" do manifest in real physical fights after class. When 

18 students are defiant or disruptive, many teachers just sent their students out of the 

19 classroom. 

20 24. There are other manifestations of trauma as well. Some students will just 

21 get up and walk out of class. Many students also struggle to pay attention. When I am 

22 trying to lecture, often side conversations will start or a student will take a phone call 

23 in the middle of class. 

24 25. Other students cope by just shutting down and not trying. These students 

25 sometimes go unnoticed for a while, because they do not necessarily "act out" and 

26 they aren't the squeaky wheel. Sometimes there are red flags. For example, I will 

27 have students who are performing very well in class for a while, and then suddenly 

28 they stop doing their work or start missing a lot of class. As a teacher, it is 
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1 challenging for me to identify students who are starting to struggle for different 
2 reasons but who aren't loud about it. 
3 NO TRAUMA-INFORMED PRACTICES AT CHAVEZ 
4 26. In that same W ASC survey mentioned above, we asked whether or not 
5 the students agreed with the statement "most of my teachers don't understand what my 
6 life is like outside of school." Approximately thirty-four percent of the students said 
7 they "strongly agree," twenty-three percent said they "agree," and twenty-five percent 
8 said they "somewhat agree." So over eighty percent of the students feel that their 
9 teachers don't really understand what their life is like outside of school. Without 

10 someone to speak to them about what is really going on, a professional who knows 
11 how to get through, in my opinion, our only option is to try to punish the behavior. 
12 But we can't even really do that anymore because, in my opinion, we don't have 
13 enough administrators or administrative consistency to enforce discipline. 
14 27. I have never received any training on how to educate or interact with 
15 students who have experienced trauma. I have never even heard the word "trauma" in 
16 a professional development training. I have never received any guidance as to what to 
17 do during or after a code yellow beyond lock the doors and don't let anyone leave. 
18 28. In my opinion, right now Chavez has no meaningful mental health 
19 support for students. This is especially problematic because so many of the high 
20 schools send us those students who need services the most. Chavez has one 
21 psychiatrist who comes for one day per week on Friday. It is my understanding that 
22 her job is only to test and see special education students and students with IEPs. We 
23 have only one academic counselor for 450 students, all of whom had problems at their 
24 previous school, and she's just an academic counselor and does not provide mental 
25 health support. She also only speaks English, and about a third of our students are do 
26 not speak English fluently and about 70% are Latin American. We haven't had any 
27 vice principals for at least two or three years. With only one counselor and no vice 

28 
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1 principal, there is no one to help the principal enforce disciplinary norms and create 

2 structure, let alone provide meaningful interventions. 

3 29. Our old principal, Mr. Washington, did an amazing job creating a safer, 

4 more stable, resource-rich environment at Chavez. On his own time, he researched 

5 potential partnerships with service providers and arranged, with District approval, for 

6 anger management counseling, drug counseling, and behavioral counseling. If a 

7 student acted out, he or she would be sent to counseling. During the period when these 

8 services were available, our graduation and attendance rates went way up. We even 

9 received a Model School award. After Mr. Washington left, the partnerships and 

1 o services left with him, and everything fell apart within three weeks. Violence 

11 increased, drug use increased, and attendance rates plummeted. 

12 30. There is no administrative continuity at Chavez. In my first five or six 

13 years we had nine vice principals. They were hired and left the school at random 

14 points during the school year. Now we don't have any. I have also had five principals 

15 in eight years. Every time there is an administrative shift, it creates huge disruptions 

16 throughout the school and teachers frequently leave because of it. Without continuity 

17 in leadership and administrative support, the teachers get discouraged, the school 

18 culture is constantly shifting, and the students suffer; they feel the lack of reliable 

19 structure, and these kids very much need predictability and consistent rules. Anything 

20 else just exacerbates the chaos in their out-of-school lives. 

21 SECONDARY TRAUMA 
22 31. Chavez has a high teacher-turnover rate, and I have no doubt that this is 

23 because of administrative instability and the stress of working with a student 

24 population with such a high concentration of unaddressed trauma without sufficient 

25 supports. Of the eighteen teachers at Compton, five were new this year, and a number 

26 of the others were new last year. 

27 32. We had a code yellow the first day of school this past year, and it was the 

28 first day at Chavez for a number of teachers. One teacher I'm close to had just arrived 
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1 from a nearby district and had no idea what was going on. They didn' t even give new 
2 teachers a handbook this year. He was shocked when the school police barged into his 
3 classroom with guns drawn. One student talked back to the police and tried to get up 
4 to use the bathroom, and four police officers tackled the student to the ground using 
5 batons. Another student yelled at the officers to leave the kid alone, so one of the 
6 officers pushed that student against the wall with a baton against his throat so that the 
7 student couldn't breathe. The teacher told me that, having taught in another district, 
8 the contrast in the way problems were handled at Chavez was disturbing. 
9 33. CUSD also has a high rate of teacher absenteeism. In my capacity as 

1 o Bargaining Representative of the Compton Education Association, I periodically 
11 review data related to teacher contracts. In one session, I learned that over half of the 
12 teachers in CUSD missed more than their ten allotted days for personal illness or 
13 injury in 2013. In my opinion, this is a consequence of the stress of working with such 
14 a highly traumatized population without the necessary resources and support. For 
15 example, I personally started missing more days of school after Mr. Washington was 
16 removed as principal and the resource infrastructure he had set up dissolved. Without 
17 that support, there were some days on which I was so overwhelmed by the stress of the 
18 teaching conditions that I would call in a substitute. 
19 34. In my opinion, training for teachers to recognize what is happening in our 
20 students' lives and what is motivating their behaviors would be very helpful. It would 
21 start a conversation, and would give teachers the confidence to understand how to 
22 recognize when something is wrong and what to do about it. Just showing our 
23 students that adults at the school care about what is happening in their lives would 
24 make a huge difference in itself. The way that teachers react in the classroom affects 
25 the entire class of students. For example, another teacher in my cohort said, "I'm like 
26 the weather. If it's stormy, the students know it. If I haven't gotten sleep and I'm 
27 irritable, they know that. If I'm sunny and happy, the students know that." Students 
28 are very perceptive and quick to react to a teacher's attitude. 
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1 I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that 

2 the foregoing is true and correct. 
3 Executed at Los Angeles, California on July 8, 2015 
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