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National Center State Collaborative CCSS, Prioritized English Language Arts CCCs, 
and Essential Understandings 
NCSC CCSS, Prioritized Reading CCCs, and EUs for Grade 3  
Standards 
for English 
Language 

Arts 

CCSS CCCs Essential 
Understandings 

Literature 

3.RL.1 Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 
explicitly to the text as the basis for the 
answers. 

3.RL.h1 Answer questions related to the 
relationship between characters , 
setting, events, or conflicts (e.g., 
characters and events, characters and 
conflicts, setting and conflicts). 

Identify a character, 
setting, event, or conflict. 

Literature 

3.RL.1 Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 
explicitly to the text as the basis for the 
answers.  

3.RL.i2 Answer literal questions and 
refer to text to support your answer. 
 

Recall information in a 
text (e.g., repeated story 
lines). 

Literature 

3.RL.2 Recount stories, including fables, 
folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; 
determine central message, lesson, or moral 
and explain how it is conveyed through key 
details in text. 
3.SL.2 Determine the main ideas and 
supporting details of a text read aloud or 
information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 

3.RL.k2 Determine the central 
message, lesson, moral, and key details 
of a text read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally.  

Identify the topic of a text 
or information presented 
in diverse media. 

Informational 
3.RI.5 Use text features and search tools (e.g., 
key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate 
information relevant to a given topic efficiently. 

3.RI.h1 Identify the purpose of a variety 
of text features. 

Identify the text feature 
(e.g., charts, illustrations, 
maps, titles). 

Informational 

3.RI.7 Use information gained from illustrations 
(e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a 
text to demonstrate understanding of the text 
(e.g., where, when, why, and how key events 
occur). 

3.RI.h4 Use illustrations (e.g., maps, 
photographs, diagrams, timelines) in 
informational texts to answer questions. 

Identify an illustration in 
text. 
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Standards 
for English 
Language 

Arts 

CCSS CCCs Essential 
Understandings 

Informational 

3.RI.2 Determine the main idea of a text; 
recount the key details and explain how they 
support the main idea.  
3.SL.2 Determine the main ideas and 
supporting details of a text read aloud or 
information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 

3.RI.i2 Determine the main idea of text 
read, read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 

Identify the topic of a text 
or information presented 
in diverse media. 

Informational 
3.RI.2 Determine the main idea of a text; 
recount the key details and explain how they 
support the main idea.  

3.RI.k5 Determine the main idea of a 
text; recount the key details and explain 
how they support the main idea. 

Identify the topic of a 
text. 

Language 

3.L.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 3 reading and 
content, choosing flexibily from an array of 
strategies.  

3.L.4a Use sentence-level context as a 
clue to the meaning of the word or phrase. 

3.RWL.i2 Use sentence context as a 
clue to the meaning of a new word, 
phrase, or multiple meaning word. 

Recall the meaning of 
frequently used nouns. 

Foundational 
Skills 

3.RF.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and 
fluency to support comprehension.  

3.RF.4b Read on-level prose and poetry 
orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings. 

3.RWL.h2 Identify grade level words 
with accuracy. 

Identify frequently used 
nouns. 
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NCSC CCSS, Prioritized Reading CCCs, and EUs for Grade 4  
Standards 
for English 
Language 

Arts 

CCSS CCCs Essential 
Understandings  

Literature 
4.RL 1 Refer to details and examples in a text 
when explaining what the text says explicitly 
and when drawing inferences from the text.  

4.RL.i2 Refer to details and examples in 
a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly.  

Recall a detail in a text. 
 

Literature 
4.RL 2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, 
or poem from details in the text; summarize the 
text.  

4.RL.k2 Determine the theme of a story, 
drama, or poem; refer to text to support 
answer.  

Determine the topic of 
story or poem. 

Literature 

4.RL.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, 
or event in a story or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text (e.g., a characters 
thoughts, words, or actions). 

4.RL.l1 Describe character traits (e.g., 
actions, deeds, dialogue, description, 
motivation, interactions); use details 
from text to support description.  

Identify a character in 
text. 

Informational 

4.RI.7 Interpret information presented visually, 
orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive 
elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of 
the text in which it appears. 

4.RI.h4 Use information presented 
visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in 
charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, 
animations, or interactive elements on 
Web pages) to answer questions.  

Identify basic text 
features (e.g., charts, 
graphs, diagrams, time 
lines, maps).  

Informational 
4.RI.2 Determine the main idea of a text and 
explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text.  

4.RI.i3 Determine the main idea of an 
informational text. 

Identify the topic of a 
text. 

Informational 

4.RI.7 Interpret information presented visually, 
orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive 
elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of 
the text in which it appears.  

4.RI.l1 Interpret information presented 
visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in 
charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, 
animations, or interactive elements on 
Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an 
understanding of the text in which it 
appears.  

Locate information within 
a simplified chart, map or 
graph. 
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Standards 
for English 
Language 

Arts 

CCSS CCCs Essential 
Understandings  

Language 

4.L.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 4 reading and 
content, choosing flexibily from an array of 
strategies.  

4.L.4a Use context (e.g., definitions, 
examples, or restatements in text) as a clue 
to the meaning of the word or phrase. 

4.RWL.i2 Use context as a clue to 
determine the meaning of unknown 
words, multiple meaning words, or 
words showing shades of meaning.  

Understand that words 
can have more than one 
meaning.  

Language 

4.L.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those 
that signal precise actions, emotions, or states 
of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) 
and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g., 
wildlife, conversation, and endangered when 
discussing animal preservation). 

4.RWL.j1 Use general academic and 
domain specific words and phrases 
accurately.  

Identify general 
academic words (e.g., 
EDL 2 or 3- map, 
character, equal, book, 
name, paper, etc).  

Foundational 
Skills 

4.RF.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics 
and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

4.RF.3a Use combined knowledge of all 
letter-sound correspondences, syllabication 
patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and 
affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar 
multisyllabic words in context and out of 
context. 

4.RWL.h2 Identify grade level words 
with accuracy and on successive 
attempts.  

Identify frequently used 
words (e.g., EDL 2 or 3). 
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NCSC CCSS, Prioritized Reading CCCs, and EUs for Grade 5  
Standards 
for English 
Language 

Arts 

CCSS CCCs Essential 
Understandings 

Literature 
5.RL.1 Quote accurately from a text when 
explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text.  

5.RL.b1 Refer to details and examples 
in a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly.  

Recall details in a text. 

Literature 

5.RL.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, 
or poem from details in the text, including how 
characters in a story or drama respond to 
challenges or how the speaker in a poem 
reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 

5.RL.c2 Summarize a text from 
beginning to end in a few sentences.  

Identify what happens in 
the beginning of a story. 

Literature 

5RL.3 Compare and contrast two or more 
characters, settings, or events in a story or 
drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
(e.g., how characters interact). 

5.RL.d1 Compare characters, settings, 
events within a story; provide or identify 
specific details in the text to support the 
comparison.  

Identify characters, 
setting and events in a 
story.  

Informational 
5.RI.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a 
text and explain how they are supported by key 
details; summarize the text.  

5.RI.c4 Determine the main idea, and 
identify key details to support the main 
idea.  

Identify the topic of text.  

Informational 

5.RI.5 Compare and contrast the overall 
structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, 
cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, 
ideas, concepts, or information in two or more 
texts.  

5.RI.d5 Compare and contrast the 
overall structure (e.g., chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, ideas, 
concepts, or information in two or more 
texts.* 

EU 1: Identify a similarity 
between two pieces of 
information from a text. 
EU 2: Identify a 
difference between two 
pieces of information 
from a text.  

Informational 

5.RI.8 Explain how an author uses reasons 
and evidence to support particular points in a 
text, identifying which reasons and evidence 
support which point(s). 

5.RI.e2 Explain how an author uses 
reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text.  

Identify main/key 
ideas/points in a text. 
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Standards 
for English 
Language 

Arts 

CCSS CCCs Essential 
Understandings 

Language 

5.L.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 5 reading and 
content, choosing flexibily from an array of 
strategies.  

5.L.4a Use context (e.g., cause/effect 
relationships and comparisons in text) as a 
clue to the meaning of the word or phrase. 

5.RWL.a2 Use context to determine the 
meaning of unknown or multiple 
meaning words or phrases.  

Identify multiple meaning 
words (e.g., EDL 3 or 4). 

 
* Requires paired passages 
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NCSC CCSS, Prioritized Reading CCCs, and EUs for Grade 6  
Standards 
for English 
Language 

Arts 

CCSS CCCs Essential 
Understandings 

Literature 
6.RL.1 Cite textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text.  

6.RL.b2 Refer to details and examples 
in a text when explaining what the text 
says explicitly.  

Recall details in a text. 

Literature 

6.RL.1 Cite textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text.  

6.RL.b3 Use specific details from the 
text (words, interactions, thoughts, 
motivations) to support inferences or 
conclusions about characters including 
how they change during the course of 
the story. 

Identify characters in a 
story. 

Literature 

6.RL.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a 
text and how it is conveyed through particular 
details; provide a summary of the text distinct 
from personal opinions or judgments. 

6.RL.c3 Summarize a text from 
beginning to end in a few sentences 
without including personal opinions.  

Identify what happens in 
the beginning and ending 
of a story. 

Informational 

6.RI.7 Integrate information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a 
coherent understanding of a topic or issue.  

6.RI.b4 Summarize information gained 
from a variety of sources including 
media or texts.* 

Identify a topic from a 
single source. 

Informational 

6.RI.2 Determine a central idea of a text and 
how it is conveyed through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from 
personal opinions or judgments.  

6.RI.c2 Provide a summary of the text 
distinct from personal opinions or 
judgments. 

Identify the main idea of 
a text. 

Informational 

6.RI.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, 
event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 
elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or 
anecdotes). 

6.RI.g4 Determine how key individuals, 
events, or ideas are elaborated or 
expanded on in a text. 

Identify a description of 
an event or individual in 
a text. 

Informational 

6.RI.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims 
that are supported by reasons and evidence 
from claims that are not. 

6.RI.g6 Evaluate the claim or argument; 
determine if it is supported by evidence. 

Identify a fact from the 
text. 
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Standards 
for English 
Language 

Arts 

CCSS CCCs Essential 
Understandings 

Language 

6.L.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, 
choosing flexibily from an array of strategies.  

6.L.4a Use context (e.g., the overall 
meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) 
as a clue to the meaning of the word or 
phrase. 

6.RWL.a1 Use context to determine the 
meaning of unknown or multiple 
meaning words or phrases. 

Identify multiple meaning 
words (e.g., EDL 4 or 5).  

Language 

6.L.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

6.RWL.c1 Use general academic and 
domain specific words and phrases 
accurately.  

Identify general 
academic words (e.g., 
EDL 4 or 5).  

 
* Requires paired passages 
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NCSC CCSS, Prioritized Reading CCCs, and EUs for Grade 7  
Standards 
for English 
Language 

Arts 

CCSS CCCs Essential 
Understandings 

Literature 

7.RL.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence 
to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text.  

7.RL.i2 Use two or more pieces of 
textual evidence to support inferences, 
conclusions, or summaries of text. 

Make an inference from 
a literary text.  

Literature 

7.RL.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a 
text and analyze its development over the 
course of the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text.  

7.RL.j1 Analyze the development of the 
theme or central idea over the course of 
the text.  

Identify the theme or 
central idea of the text. 

Informational 

7.RI.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence 
to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 

7.RI.j1 Use two or more pieces of 
evidence to support inferences, 
conclusions, or summaries of text. 

Identify a conclusion 
from an informational 
text. 

Informational 

7.RI.3 Analyze the interactions between 
individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., 
how ideas influence individuals or events, or 
how individuals influence ideas or events). 

7.RI.j5 Analyze the interactions between 
individuals, events, and ideas in a text 
(e.g., how ideas influence individuals or 
events, or how individuals influence 
ideas or events). 

Identify the relationship 
between people, events, 
or ideas in a text. 

Informational 

7.RI.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is 
relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 

7.RI.k4 Evaluate the claim or argument 
to determine if they are supported by 
evidence. 

Identify a claim from the 
text. 

Informational 

7.RI.9 Analyze how two or more authors 
writing about the same topic shape their 
presentations of key information by 
emphasizing different evidence or advancing 
different interpretations of facts. 

7.RI.l1 Compare/contrast how two or 
more authors write about the same 
topic.*   

EU 1: Identify two texts 
on the same topic. 
EU2: Compare/contrast 
two statements related to 
a single detail within 
topic. 
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Standards 
for English 
Language 

Arts 

CCSS CCCs Essential 
Understandings 

Language 

7.L.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 7 reading and 
content, choosing flexibily from an array of 
strategies.  

7.L.4a Use context (e.g., the overall 
meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) 
as a clue to the meaning of the word or 
phrase. 

7.RWL.g1 Use context as a clue to 
determine the meaning of a grade 
appropriate word or phrase.  

Use context as a clue to 
determine the meaning 
of a word (e.g., EDL 
grade 5 or 6). 

 
* Requires paired passages 
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NCSC CCSS, Prioritized Reading CCCs, and EUs for Grade 8 
Standards 
for English 
Language 

Arts 

CCSS CCCs Essential 
Understandings 

Literature 

8.RL.1 Cite the textual evidence that most 
strongly supports an analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 

8.RL.i2 Use two or more pieces of 
evidence to support inferences, 
conclusions, or summaries of text.  

Make an inference from 
a literary text 

8.RL.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a 
text and analyze its development over the 
course of the text, including its relationship to 
the characters, setting, and plot; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

8.RL.j2 Analyze the development of the 
theme or central idea over the course of 
the text including its relationship to the 
characters, setting and plot.  

Identify the theme or 
central idea of the text. 

Informational 

8.RI.1 Cite the textual evidence that most 
strongly supports an analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text.  

8.RI.j1 Use two or more pieces of 
evidence to support inferences, 
conclusions, or summaries of text. 

Make an inference from 
an informational text. 

Informational 

8.RI.5 Analyze in detail the structure of a 
specific paragraph in a text, including the role 
of particular sentences in developing and 
refining a key concept. 

8.RI.k2 Determine how the information 
in each section contribute to the whole 
or to the development of ideas. 

Identify supporting key 
details/key information 
within a paragraph. 

Informational 

8.RI.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument 
and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize 
when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

8.RI.k4 Identify an argument or claim 
that the author makes.  

Identify a fact from the 
text. 

Informational 

8.RI.9 Analyze a case in which two or more 
texts provide conflicting information on the 
same topic and identify where the texts 
disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.  

8.RI.l1 Analyze a case in which two or 
more texts provide conflicting 
information on the same topic and 
identify where the texts disagree on 
matters of fact or interpretation.*  

Identify a similar topic in 
two texts. 
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Standards 
for English 
Language 

Arts 

CCSS CCCs Essential 
Understandings 

Language  

8.L.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 8 reading and 
content, choosing flexibily from an array of 
strategies.  

8.L.4a Use context (e.g., the overall 
meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) 
as a clue to the meaning of the word or 
phrase. 

8.RWL.g1 Use context as a clue to the 
meaning of a grade-appropriate word or 
phrase. 

Use context as a clue to 
determine the meaning 
of a word (e.g., EDL 
grade 6 or 7).  

Language 

8.L.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

8.RWL.i1 Use general academic and 
domain specific words and phrases 
accurately.  

Identify general 
academic words (e.g., 
EDL 6 or 7). 

 
* Requires paired passages 
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NCSC CCSS, Prioritized Reading CCCs, and EUs for Grade 11 

Standards 
for English 
Language 

Arts 

CCSS CCCs Essential 
Understandings 

Literature 

11-12.RL.1 Cite strong and thorough textual 
evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text, including determining where the 
text leaves matters uncertain. 

1112.RL.b1 Use two or more pieces of 
evidence to support inferences, 
conclusions, or summaries of the plot, 
purpose or theme within a text.  

Identify a summary of 
the plot of a literary text. 

Literature 

11-12.RL5 Analyze how an author‘s choices 
concerning how to structure specific parts of a 
text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end 
a story, the choice to provide a comedic or 
tragic resolution) contribute to its overall 
structure and meaning. 

1112.RL.d1 Analyze how an author’s 
choices concerning how to structure 
specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice 
of where to begin or end a story, the 
choice to provide a comedic or tragic 
resolution) contribute to its overall 
structure and meaning. 

Identify elements of a 
story’s plot (e.g., 
exposition, rising action, 
climax, falling action, 
resolution). 

Informational 

11-12.RI.1 Cite strong and thorough textual 
evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text, including determining where the 
text leaves matters uncertain.  

1112.RI.b1 Use two or more pieces of 
evidence to support inferences, 
conclusions, or summaries or text.  

Identify a conclusion 
from an informational 
text. 

Informational 

11-12.RI.2 Determine two or more central 
ideas of a text and analyze their development 
over the course of the text, including how they 
interact and build on one another to provide a 
complex analysis; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

1112.RI.b5 Determine how key details 
support the development of the central 
idea of a text. 

Identify the central idea 
or key detail of a text. 

Informational 

11-12.RI.6 Determine an author’s point of view 
or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 
particularly effective, analyzing how style and 
content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 

1112.RI.d1 Determine the author’s point 
of view or purpose in a text.  

Identify what an author 
tells about a topic.  
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* Requires paired passages 
 

Standards 
for English 
Language 

Arts 

CCSS CCCs Essential 
Understandings 

Language 

11-12.RI.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple 
sources of information presented in different 
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) 
as well as in words in order to address a 
question or solve a problem. 

1112.RI.e1 Integrate and evaluate 
multiple sources of information 
presented in different media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as 
in words in order to address a question 
or solve a problem.*  

Locate information 
within a text related to a 
given topic.  

Language 

11-12.L.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 11-12 reading and 
content, choosing flexibily from an array of 
strategies.  

11-12.L.4a Use context (e.g., the overall 
meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; 
a word’s position or function in a sentence) 
as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

1112.RWL.b1 Use context (e.g., the 
overall meaning of a sentence, 
paragraph, or text; a word’s position in a 
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase.  

Use context as a clue to 
determine the meaning 
of a word in text (e.g., 
EDL grade 8 or 9). 

Language 

11-12.RI.6 Determine an author’s point of view 
or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 
particularly effective, analyzing how style and 
content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

1112.RWL.c3 Develop and explain 
ideas for why authors made specific 
word choices within text.  

Identify a word or words 
used to describe a 
person, place, thing, 
action or event in a text 
(e.g., EDL grade 8 or 9). 


